JOINT WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026
CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CITY OF PROSPECT HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL
VILLAGE OF WHEELING BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CHEVY CHASE COUNTRY CLUB
1000 N MILWAUKEE AVE
WHEELING, IL 60090
7:00 PM
I. Open Workshop
A. Call to order by CEA Board Chairman James Dunne
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Chairman Dunne. 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 
Chairman Dunne led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

C. Roll Call
i. Airport Board of Directors
Administrative Coordinator Carmina Esguerra took roll call. Directors Berman, Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, Lang, and Saewert were present. 
ii. City of Prospect Heights
City Clerk Joanna Prisiajniouk took roll call. Mayor Ludvigsen and Aldermen Anderson, Cameron, Dash, and Dolick were present. Absent: Aldermen Morgan-Adams.
iii. Village of Wheeling
Village Clerk Kathryn Brady took roll call. President Horcher and Trustees Krueger, Lang, Papantos, and Ruffatto were present. Absent: Trustees Vito and Vogel were absent with prior notice. 

D. Welcome/Opening Remarks by Chairman Dunne, City of Prospect Heights Mayor Patrick Ludvigsen, Village of Wheeling President Patrick Horcher, and Airport Board of Directors
Chairman Dunne welcomed everyone to the joint meeting and noted that the airport is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. He recognized the events held to commemorate the milestone and noted that Director Miller would provide additional information on the airport’s history. Chairman Dunne also highlighted the Sky Harbor project, commending the Village, City, and Airport staff for their teamwork and cooperation throughout the project. He thanked everyone involved and welcomed attendees to the meeting.
The City of Prospect Heights Mayor Ludvigsen thanked everyone and stated that he looked forward to the presentation. He noted that it had been another successful year of collaboration between the Village and City and expressed excitement about the upcoming groundbreaking. He added that he looks forward to continued progress and learning about upcoming activities and projects.

Village of Wheeling President Horcher expressed his appreciation for the continued collaboration between the two communities toward the common goal of improving the airport. He stated that he looks forward to future projects and continued cooperation.

E. Citizens Comments and/or Concerns 
None.

F. State of the Airport Presentation by Executive Director Jeffrey Miller 
Jeffrey Miller reported on the following: 
· Year in Review September 2025 - August 2026 
· Total flight operations were 107,700, which is up 8.6% from the previous year, 99,158. 
· The Airport has nine flight schools. 
· Total U.S. Customs operations totaled to 545. 
· Total fuel flowage was 8.6 million gallons which is up 7.7% from the previous year at 8.1 million.
· Additional Metrics
· Fuel Consumption to Airport Operations Ratio “Fuel to Ops” remains steady at 80 (gallons per flight average) since 2018
· Jet Fuel as a percentage of total fuel (AvGas) has remained steady between 97% and 98% since 2015
· Based aircraft operation (versus transient) were 25.8% in 2015 and has steadily increased to 38.6% in 2026 (to date).  
· Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP) 
· Pilot + Phase 1 – 100% complete 
· Phase 2 – Post-testing is complete, 3 homes averaged 8 dB reduction, Final Summary Report was submitted 
· Phase 3 – Construction scheduled to begin 9/28, doors received 9/3, windows received 9/14, pre-construction 9/25 
· Phase 4 – S&L Specialty Construction selected, Noticed to Proceed 8/25, Design begins Fall 2026 
· Phase 5 & 6 = 110 properties in Wheeling & Prospect Heights, Pre-testing in November 2026, Design Oct/Nov 2026, Construction in Spring/Summer 2027
· Applications are Available at the Project Office 
· The QuieterHome project of Chicago Executive Airport is managed by C&S Engineers
· Project manager Penny Merritt is available for questions at pmerritt@cscos.com and (847)947-8392
· Applications are by appointment only
· Program Snapshot 
· 680 Applications received to date 
· 231 Total properties in program 
· 8 dB aver reduction in Phase 2 post-testing 
· Design Update – Interior AC covers will be included in all condos to reduce noise infiltration through AC units
· CEA in our Community
· Run the Runway
· Thank you to all our Sponsors
· Next year’s Rock’n’Run the Runway is June 26th, 2027
· Registration starts on December 31st, 2026.
· Touch-a-Plane with Representative Tracy Katz Muhl
· Chicago Executive Airport and WAIR flight school took part and hosted this event in collaboration with the State Representative. 
· Young Eagles Program
· Total Young Eagles Flown: 2,506,059 – Stats as of September 14, 2026
· More CEA in our Community
· Girls in Aviation Day will be held at Priester Aviation on September 19th, 2026. 
· Chicago Executive Airport continues to coordinate with Southern Illinois University Carbondale and District 214 in growing job shadowing opportunities with airfield business. 
· The Airport continues to hold tours for the community.
· School Tours
· Special Needs/Education Tours 
· Airport Watch Groups Tours 
· Six interns participated in the 2026 Summer Internship, representing Lewis University, Ohio State University, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, and Saint Louis University. 
· Two previous interns of Chicago Executive Airport have successfully taken off in careers with Ward Aviation and Gulfstream. 
· The Board of Directors continue the Airport Spotlight recognition program. Highlighting various aviators: 
· Jim Kiefer: Former Board of Directors
· Charlie Boyle: Civil Air Patrol Officer
· Doug Powers: Aviation Explorer Member 
· Chester Wojnicki: Airport Friend/Tenant 
· Dave Riefer: Retired Air Traffic Controller
· Airport staff and interns participated in several community events, including National Night Out, Memorial Day. Independence Day parades, and EAA Oshkosh AirVenture.
· Chicago Executive Airport distributed more than $8,370 in scholarships. 
· Reliever Airport of the Year – 2026 
· Airport Executive Partnership Award
· Projects
· Engineer Selection 
· Mead & Hunt
· CMT
· New Aviation Community Hub
· Former Runway 6/24 is officially decommissioned
· Sky Harbour Development 
· Groundbreaking is scheduled for 9/17
· NetJets Terminal coming 2027
· RFP Coming Soon for Southwest Quadrant
· Vehicle Movement Area Transponder (VMAT)
· ARFF
· Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting
· 6 Standby Requests 
· Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Training will take place October 1-3, 2025. This is a joint exercise with Prospect Heights Fire District, the Village of Wheeling Fire Department, and Chicago Executive Airport staff.
G. City Aldermen and Village Trustees Questions and Comments
Mayor Ludvigsen asked whether waivers for larger aircraft, which had previously been a frequent topic of discussion, are still commonly required. Miller explained that waivers are generally not required for most aircraft, with military aircraft being an exception. He noted that Runway 12/30 has greater weight restrictions, while the length and width of Runway 16/34 typically result in aircraft using that runway instead. As a result, waiver requests are not seen as frequently as in the past.
Trustee Papantos asked what an eight-decibel reduction resulting from sound insulation means in terms of human perception. Penny Merritt, C&S Project Manager, explained that the FAA requires an overall five-decibel reduction inside the home following post-testing. She noted that studies cited by the FAA indicate that the human ear can detect a three-decibel reduction. Therefore, the sound insulation program has exceeded the FAA’s required reduction to 8 decibels.
H. Closing Comments from Chairman Dunne, City of Prospect Heights Mayor Patrick Ludvigsen, and Village of Wheeling President Patrick Horcher
Chairman Dunne concluded by recognizing the significant year and the work ahead. He highlighted that securing Director Miller’s contract for another five years was his top priority and credited Miller’s leadership for the progress achieved. Chairman Dunne thanked Director Miller for continuing to serve and expressed his commitment to providing the support needed to advance his vision and responsibilities for the airport. 

President Horcher thanked everyone for another successful year and enjoyable meal. He expressed his appreciation to the group and looked forward to the following morning’s groundbreaking ceremony and opportunity to celebrate the organization’s continued accomplishments.

Mayor Ludvigsen thanked Jeff Miller for the presentation and commended the work being done. He noted that the limited number of questions reflected the confidence and trust the community and Board have in the leadership. He recalled that meetings 10–12 years ago were much more contentious and expressed appreciation for the progress made and enthusiasm for what is ahead.
 
II. Adjournment
A motion was made by the Chicago Executive Airport to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved by voice vote. Ayes: Directors Berman, Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, Lang, and Saewert. Nays: None. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted




Scott Saewert
Secretary
