CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026
1020 PLANT ROAD, WHEELING IL 60090
6:00 PM

I. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Dunne called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Roll call confirmed the following present: Directors Berman, Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, and Saewert. Director Lang was absent. 
Also in Attendance: 	Jeffrey Miller – Executive Director 
George Sakas – Director of Economic Development & Admin Services
Jason Griffith – Director of Finance 
Andrew Wolanik - Director of Operations & Maintenance 
Logan Leber – Administrative Intern
Kim Mueller – Property Accountant
TJ Leake – Attorney 
II. Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Dunne led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.
III. Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Director Saewert and seconded by Director Berman to approve the minutes of March 18, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Directors Berman, Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, and Saewert. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

IV. Changes to Agenda
None.
	
V. Public Comments
None.

VI. Presentations 
A. Airport Spotlight on David Riefer 
Chairman Dunne recognized Dave Reefer on his retirement after nearly 27 years as an air traffic controller. He thanked Mr. Reefer for his dedicated service, leadership, and contributions to aviation safety, and wished him a long and enjoyable retirement. (Chairman Dunne’s statement will be included at the end of this document). A certificate and challenge coin was presented to David Riefer. 

David Riefer thanked the Board for their recognition and stated that, while he is not one who seeks recognition, he could not have imagined a better place to finish his career. He expressed his appreciation for the airport leadership and staff and thanked everyone for their support over the years.

B. Aviation Academy D214
Lazaro Lopez and Jill Lavich provided an overview of High School District 214’s nationally recognized Career Pathways program, which connects students to career-focused coursework, college credit opportunities, internships, apprenticeships, and industry partnerships. He highlighted the success of the Aviation Academy, established to introduce students to aviation careers and provide early exposure to pilot training, aviation management, and drone technology. Dr. Lopez announced the program’s transition from Lewis University to Southern Illinois University as its educational partner, with additional collaboration from Harper College. Since its inception, approximately 1,000 students have participated in aviation dual-credit courses, and 950 students have completed the Aviation Academy. He thanked the Airport Board and staff for their ongoing partnership and support of the program.

VII. Hearings & Reports
A. Director of Finance
Director of Finance Jason Griffith reported on the following: 
· April was the twelfth month of the fiscal year, using a straight-line method, the targeted percentage collected or expended is 100% of the budget. Operating revenues were at 110.12%. The operating expenses were at 93.12% of the budget.  The Auditors will be conducting preliminary field work on Thursday, May 26, and will be in the office for field work the week of June 15th. 

B. Executive Director
Jeffrey Miller reported on the following: 
· Operations for April 2026 were 8,475. 7% above April 2025. Previous 12-month operations were up slightly to 104,755. 29% above our average month of April since 2015.
· Fuel flowage for April 2026 was 676,488 gallons. 7% above April 2025. Previous 12-month fuel was up slightly at 8,377,729 gallons. 18% above our average of April 2015.
· 51 Custom Clearances in April 2026. 17 more than April 2025. Previous 12-month custom clearances were up 17 to 571. The airport had 13 more clearances than the average April since 2015.
· There were 26 noise comments for the month of March. 3 noise comments per 1000 flight operations. None in Wheeling, three in Prospect Heights. Other locations include Chicago, Spring Grove, and Riverwoods.
· Residential Sound Insulation Program Update
· 653 Applications received to date
· Newsletter will be distributed in June
· No new applications, but several distributed to Willow Heights residents
· Penny will attend the Willow Heights resident’s meeting on May 28th.
Phase 3
· Contractor final measurement visits scheduled for this week
· We are still on track for late summer/early fall construction
· Avigation Easements have been sent to AGHL for recording
Phase 4 
· 2nd visits/final homeowner signoffs were completed the week of May 4
· 20 SF properties in Wheeling and 9 condos in Prospect Heights
· Tentative construction early 2027
Proposed Phase 5 and 6 
· Draft list of properties and map under review
· Planning noise testing Fall 2026
· Plan two phases consisting of 40-40 homes/units
· Construction Projects: 
· Taxiway Echo/Hotspot Mitigation: Targeting mid-July for construction start date
· Sky Harbour Project: Approval and permit applications underway. August construction start is expected
· Runway 6/24 is closed 
· MWRD Relining project 95% complete
· Oher Projects: 
· CEA was not selected for Airport Terminals Program Fund grant
· RFP Grounds Maintenance Services – Milieu Landscaping contract executed
· Run the Runway Registration are 642
· Run = 479
· Walk = 86
· Kids Dash = 76 
· Virtual = 1
· 4 Engineer Firms have submitted RFQs: 
· CMT 
· Hanson + Kimley Horn
· Mead & Hunt + Garver
· RS&H
· Federal Affairs Update
· Draft Airport Improvement Program Handbook Released
· State Affairs Update
· The Illinois Public Airport Association legislation for road fund revolving funds – $120 million per year
· 1.25 % Tax – Allocation/Grant
· Public Affairs 
· The Airport Maintenance team has welcomed four interns from Embry=Riddle, Lewis University, Saint Louis University, and SIU Carbondale
· We welcome EAA Tri-Motor and B25 Aircraft rides as part of our 100th Year celebration June 26th – 28th.
· Resolution 26-011 – Approving Preform Traffic Control Systems for 2026 Airfield Remarking
· Recommendation for the award to Preform Traffic Control Systems
· Sole Bidder for this year
· Great working relationship – familiar with our procedures and Run-n-Rock the Runway
· Budget: $70k
· Base Bid = $52,708 (Mostly Elements of Runway 16/34) 
· Additive Alternate #2 = $12,958
· Total = $65,666
· Upcoming Meeting and Events
· Monday, May 25th Memorial Day (Office will be closed) 
· Wednesday, June 17th Regular Board Meeting 
· Saturday, June 27th, Run ‘n’ Rock the Runway
· Friday, July 3 Independence Day (Office will be closed) 

Director Kearns noted that the bid included six alternates and asked why only one was selected. Andrew Wolanik explained that the approximately $80,000 cost associated with removing the runway markings had already been completed or was currently being addressed under a separate project, which resolved the primary concern regarding the alternates.

Director Saewert asked how the bid compared to pricing received for similar work in the previous year, noting that only one bid had been submitted. Wolanik responded that the bid was approximately $600 higher than the previous year's pricing, which he noted was a minimal increase. He added that the Airport continues to receive favorable pricing from Preform.

Director Hellyer asked for clarification on references in the weekly updates regarding the vacation of Plant Road and inquired about the Airport’s plans related to the item. Executive Director Miller explained that the potential vacation of Plant Road is part of a long-term effort to consolidate airport-owned property and align with future development plans in the Airport’s layout. He noted the Airport has been working with the Village of Wheeling and related consultants to formalize ownership boundaries and streamline access in an area that includes previously acquired adjacent parcels. The goal is to “clean up” the roadway configuration to support future planning opportunities.

Director Saewert commented on Willow Heights and suggested the city coordinate additional communication following the upcoming meeting. Miller explained the units are individually owned condominiums managed by an HOA and separate management company, with limited incentive for mitigation efforts, and noted that staff member Penny Merritt will instead engage directly with residents at an upcoming meeting. Director Dolick suggested discussing the matter with Mr. Peter Falcone and said he would look into opportunities for broader community engagement.

Eric Blinderman and Dara Shlifka of Narrative, a public relations and strategic communications firm specializing in aviation, provided an overview of their organization. Blinderman noted ongoing discussions with the Airport since October and described the firm’s experience in airport communications, aviation advocacy, and media relations. He stated that Narrative’s approach emphasizes integrated strategy and execution, proactive storytelling, and assisting clients in managing and protecting their public narrative. They added that their goal is to serve as collaborative partners focused on clear communication and measurable results.

Director Hellyer asked what gaps, Narrative believes existed in the Airport’s current communications approach or services provided by the existing firm. Eric responded that the current firm may have been missing a deeper sense of partnership and being fully aligned with its goals and performance metrics. He noted the team’s extensive aviation industry experience and relationships with organizations such as AOPA, NATA, NBAA, and AAAE, and stated that this combination of aviation knowledge and brand-building expertise would better support the Airport’s communications needs.
		
Director Hellyer questioned whether there would be a designated primary point of contact due to Ms. Dara’s local presence, or if both representatives would serve as the primary interface with the Airport. Eric stated he would remain directly involved due to his aviation background, with Ms. Dara also actively engaged given her local presence and media relationships. He noted both would serve as primary points of contact and remain regularly engaged with the Airport team.

Director Saewert asked for Narratives’ feedback on the Airport’s website. Eric responded that the Airport’s website is one of the better airport websites he has seen, noting that other sites reviewed appeared outdated. He stated that the current site has a modern design and effectively serves as the Airport’s public-facing entry point for residents, visitors, and pilots. He added that it appropriately balances communication with both the surrounding community and the aviation user base, emphasizing that pilots are a key stakeholder group that must also be kept informed and engaged.

C. Board Members’ Comments
Director Hellyer complimented Mr. Wolanik and his team for developing a creative solution regarding paint removal.
Director Saewert appreciated that the data, particularly the bar graphs, demonstrated strong and consistent growth across key performance areas. He noted the increases reflect sustained progress rather than a short-term trend and indicated that the Airport appears to be advancing to the next level. He thanked staff for their work and preparation of the report.

Director Kearns thanked staff for the “100 Years of Aviation” publication that was received in his mailbox and noted that there were great articles written.

Director Dolick noted that he also toured the airport with Miller and Wolanik to receive project updates and thanked them for the opportunity.

D. Correspondence and Chairman’s Comments
Chairman Dunne commented that he appreciated Dr. Lopez’s presentation on District 214 and the Aviation Academy, noting the value of early community engagement in aviation given ongoing industry workforce needs. He highlighted the importance of introducing students to aviation careers early and commended Airport staff for their collaboration with the district and ongoing support of the program. He also noted the recent transition between university partners as a positive enhancement to the program and thanked staff for their continued involvement.

VIII. [bookmark: _Hlk497204436]New Business
A. Resolution 26-010 – A Resolution Authorizing the Payment of Claims 
A motion to approve was made by Director Kearns and seconded by Director Berman. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, Saewert, and Berman. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

B. Resolution 26-011 – A Resolution Awarding Contract to Preform for 2026 Airfield Remarking Project
A motion to approve was made by Director Saewert and seconded by Director Dolick. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Kearns, Saewert, Berman, Dolick, and Hellyer. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

C. Resolution 26-012 – A Resolution Approving a Professional Service Agreement for Public Relations between Chicago Executive Airport and Narrative
A motion to approve was made by Director Hellyer and seconded by Director Saewert. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Hellyer, Kearns, Saewert, Berman, and Dolick. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

D. Resolution 26-013 – A Resolution Approving Moving the August Board Meeting Date from August 19, 2026, to August 12, 2026
A motion to approve was made by Director Hellyer and seconded by Director Dolick. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Hellyer, Kearns, Saewert, Berman, and Dolick. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

IX. Executive Session - Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) to discuss collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representative, concerning salary for one or more classes of employees and 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) to discuss the sale or lease of property for the use of Chicago Executive Airport.
A motion to approve was made by Director Kearns and seconded by Director Saewert. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, Saewert, and Berman. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.

X. Adjournment
At 8:00 pm a motion was made by Director Saewert and seconded by Director Dolick to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved by roll call. Ayes: Director Berman, Dolick, Hellyer, Kearns, and Saewert. Nays: None. Director Lang was absent.
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Airport Spotlight on Dave Riefer 
After almost 27 years working as an air traffic controller, Dave Riefer is hanging up his credentials and retiring at the end of May. Although eligible to retire three years ago, he promised colleagues he would stick around for a few more years to make sure that the transition was turbulence-free.
“I have had the most fun at this airport than any other,” Dave says. “It is truly a top-notch facility, and a great place to be at the end of my career. Norm and Andrew especially have been terrific to work with. I’ve enjoyed getting to know the people at the flight schools and FBOs too.”
In addition to working as a controller, over the years Dave has volunteered his time in many other important industry roles. He served as PWK’s OSHA safety representative, its drug and alcohol representative, legislative representative, and President of the Chicago Executive Airport’s National Air Traffic Controller Association chapter. He has also served as union president at many of the airports where he worked previously. 
“My work as the union president probably stands out as one of the most rewarding aspects of my career,” Dave says. “It has been an honor to protect my fellow members.”
In that capacity, the highlights have been numerous, but he is particularly proud of the environmental upgrades he was able to achieve at the tower, including lighting and shades. “These are things that most people don’t even think about but are critical to controllers’ job performance.”
Reflecting on the moments that stand out in his career, Dave points to his work on 9-11 (at a different airport), helping to get planes on the ground safely. He also remembers all the situations in which he helped a distressed pilot land safely. Dave is grateful for his career for a personal reason too. It was at a NATCA union training where he met his wife, a fellow FAA employee.
“Over the years, it was incredible to get phone calls from pilots after they landed following an emergency situation. They were so thankful, but I just reminded them that’s what we are here for.”
Looking ahead to post-retirement, Dave will remain busy. He plans to spend more time as a firearms trainer and concealed carry instructor with the USCCA. He may even take up competitive shooting again. Dave is looking forward to a salmon fishing trip to Alaska this summer and future trips to Ireland, Scotland, and Tahiti with his wife. He will also dedicate more time to his other hobbies, including woodworking, metalworking, and archery hunting.
For any young people considering a career in air traffic control, Dave says, “Don’t think twice. You will have an extremely rewarding experience, meet amazing people, and truly make an impact on our country and its safety.”
We thank Dave for his excellent work here and wish him well in his retirement. Thank you!
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